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Welcome to Notebooks

Notebooks is the only notebook you ever need. It allows you to create as many books as you
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Formatted Documents

Notebooks' formatted documents allow you to create formatted documents with wysiwyg style editing.
That means that you see the document's final layout and format while typing, just as in text processing
applications like MS Word or Apple's Pages. In contrast to the applications just mentioned, Notebooks
tries to be light weight and concentrates on functionality that is essential for writing, like

e Paragraph formats (title, subtitle, headings, paragraph, quotes and more)

e Text styles (bold, italic, underline)

e Text alignment (left, right, center, justified)

e Numbered and bulleted lists

e Embedded photos

e Text colors

e Text highlighting
Please note: Notebooks' formatted documents are stored as HTML, so it can be viewed on any device

and platform with any standard browser. You can edit those documents on your computer with HTML-
capable applications like TextEdit, Word, Pages.
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=| Don't Fear the Blank Page

A new, empty writing app can be intimidating, even
frustrating. Like a blank sheet of paper it does not
entertain, you cannot lean back and consume. In-
stead, it forces you to become creative and feed it
with information.

First Steps
When you first launch Notebooks it asks you to s¢t
a Home folder. This is a regular folder on your Mag
where Notebooks stores its documents. You can
select any folder on your hard drive, and you are
not required to select a new or empty one. It is olday

The Joy of Writing
We leave the joy of writing and creating content y
to you and provide you with tools that supports th
process so you can concentrate on your work ang
be productive. The choice between plain text and
formatted documents, the fullscreen modes, dark

® O

Start Small, but Grow with Your Needs
Despite its rich functionality, Notebooks attemptg
to remain light weight, and it conceals some of itg
functions until you need them (or activate them in
settings). Notebooks may seem ,simple” at first,
but it grows with your needs. In the end you will e

Documents with Style
Start creating documents with styles, attachmentp
tables and checklists, or drop any kind of documgnt
into Notebooks. File the documents in as many
nested pooks as you need to structure your
project$ and details of life. Add task lists or simpl
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Don't Fear the Blank Page

A new, empty writing app can be intimidating, even frustrating. Like a blank sheet of
paper it does not entertain, you cannot lean back and consume. Instead, it forces you to
become creative and feed it with information.

As you start writing, its value increases, and the more content you add, the more
rewarding and valuable it becomes.

Just Get Started

Much has been written and said about how to tackle that fear |, and there is no single,
simple answer. Staying focussed, applying a routine, picking a specific time of the day are
helpful for some. Creating a pleasant, inspiring environment helps others. Again others
suggest to simply start writing without editing or questioning what has been written;
editing and formatting follow in later stages. The convincing aspect of this approach is
that you quickly get into the state and mood of writing, which is most important .

Use the Right Tool

Another essential details is the tool at hand: it should support the creative process
without getting in the way. Adjust or switch fonts and colors without impacting what you
have already written. Keeping the edited line in the same position on screen and making
is easy to find where you are currently typing, either by highlighting the line or adding
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Click to select

Number of open tasks

Color label

Document icon, can be hidden

Preview lines, adjustable

Click to select, right-click for context menu

Add new items

Date created/modified (click to toggle)

Word/Character count (click to toggle live mode)



Select/Change Storage Location

General
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General Fonts Editing Tasks Contexts Server Advanced

Storage Location
iCloud ) Write & Organize

This is a folder on your Mac where Notebooks keeps its books and documents
as regular files and folders. You can change this setting anytime.
Outline
Close current document when selecting a different book
Click a book's title to reveal contained books
Use increased item spacing
Document List
Show document icons
Use thumbnails as icons when possible
Show filename extensions
Use color label as background color
Preview: 2 Lines

Double-click: Open in Default App

Document View

Open Webarchives with QuickLook
Use black background in Dark Appearance

Fullscreen and Window Behavior
Keep document width when hiding list or outline
Center document when hiding list and outline
Fullscreen hides list and outline
Retain document's width in full screen
Misc
Sort titles numerically (Note5 < Note12 < Note27)
Custom sort order lists new items at the top
Use calendar for selecting dates
Automatically check for updates
Drop on App Icon: Open in Extra Window <

Reset "Don't Ask Me" Warnings

Notebooks — iCloud
Notebooks — Dropbox

v iCloud ) Write & Organize

Home ) Downloads ) NBTest
Select a new Location...

Clear Recent

The Storage Location is a folder on your Mac where Notebooks stores its
books and documents.

You can switch between locations to manage separate sets of documents,
with separate settings.

You can change or select a storage location in Notebooks’ Settings.

Choosing a location on iCloud Drive automatically synchronizes your
documents with iCloud.

Similarly, when choosing a location on Dropbox, your documents sync to
Dropbox.



Breadcrumlb Navigation

® ®

1
B3 Don't Fear the Blank Page

00 ‘ = Don't Fear the Blank Page.html
I
J

@ — C Home > Projects > The Joy of Writ > |m| Don't Fear the Blank Pa¢

v Just Get Started

Don't Fear the Blank Page B Use the Right Tool

A new, empty writing app can be intimidating, even frustrating. Like a blank sheet of
paper it does not entertain, you cannot lean back and consume. Instead, it forces you to
become creative and feed it with information.

@ The bar along the top of the document window displays the current document’s path, its “breadcrumb”, or
the sequence of parent books.

(® You can click on any book in this path to see its contents. This makes it easy to navigate directly to another
document. - Hold down the Shift key while selecting a document from this list to open it in a new window.

® If the document contains headings (formatted or Markdown), the last element acts as a table of contents
and allows you to jump to the corresponding section in the document.

The breadcrumb navigation header can be set to always remain visible, or to fade in when the mouse touches
its area (View menu).

There is also an option to hide breadcrumb navigation and just show the current document’s title (View menu).



Toolbar in Formatted Documents
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Don't Fear the Blank Page

A new, empty writing app can be intimidating, even frustrating. Like a blank sheet of paper it does not entertain, you
cannot lean back and consume. Instead, it forces you to become creative and feed it with information.

As you start writing, its value increases, and the more content you add, the more rewarding and valuable it becomesl

As you start editing a formatted document, the bar along the top of the document window switches to the
formatting toolbar.

If the window is too narrow, extra options move from the toolbar to the +++ button’s menu.

Hover the mouse over a button to see a short description of what it does (tool tip).
To end editing and hide the formatting toolbar, click the (x) button in the right corner, or type 36 <J.

While editing, links are not clickable. You make them clickable in Notebooks’ settings, or 3 -click a link.



